DIFFICULTY 
_is our specialty 


Twenty years is a long time to do anything, let alone 
a record company. Especially in the 21st century. 
Somehow Numero managed to survive downloading, 
the collapse of several distributors, streaming, vinyl, 
and the ever evolving and particular tastes of the 
average reissue connoisseur, and has arrived in its 
third decade doing our most adventurous work. 


We’re not a record label, we’re a universe. Since June of 2003 
Numero has produced the usual spread of 20th century formats, 
including 45s, LPs, CDs, box sets, cassettes, and DVDs. But 
we’ve also made board games and trading cards, video games 
and apps, hats and shirts, books and periodicals... even a birding 
society. There have been playlists and documentaries, beers and 
coffee beans. In addition to our own Factory Outlet in Chicago, 
we’ve hosted pop up record stores in London, Amsterdam, Berlin, 
Paris, Manchester, Glasgow, Dublin, Los Angeles, Portland, Seattle, 
New York, Philadelphia, DC, Boston, Atlanta, and nearly every 
other major city in North America. This isn’t even our first time in 
the live music space, having taken the Eccentric Soul Revue on 
the road way back in our fifth year in 2009. 
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Squirreled away in a basement on Chicago’s south side, our first 
decade was spent uncovering America’s lost scenes of the ’60s and 
‘70s, reimagining the canon with august albums from Antena, Syl 
Johnson, Willie Wright, and Lou Ragland, sorting through a million 
gospel 45s, and chasing the orphans of power pop. Our only A&R 
rule was that the record had to be old enough to drink. But in 2012 we 
started imagining a future where getting an eighty-year-old on 

the phone might prove difficult. Octogenarians don’t last forever. 

We felt like the coyote chasing the roadrunner off the cliff—no doubt 
an exhilarating quest, until you plummet to your death. Our interests 
were in creating something for the ages, which meant we were going 


to have to evolve with time, not just document it. 


We threatened to start another record label, but when looking at 

our failed attempts with Asterisk and Numerophon decided better. 
Instead, we fast-forwarded our catalog numbering system to 201, 
figuring it would take decades to connect the mainline, then in 

the mid-forties. The 200 line was supposed to represent a line of 
demarcation between the commercial art of songwriting and the 
post-irony, sarcasm-brimming 1990s. Or so we convinced ourselves. 


More broadly, the 200 line was a place for us to run the Numero 
software on a different kind of audience. Ten years into the experiment 
we’ve confused people with enormous box sets by comedy duo 
Scharpling & Wurster and camp-horror of White Zombie, thrilled with 
Unwound, Codeine, Karate, and Duster overviews, and reinvented 
emo as a form of nostalgia. It’s worked so far. And as we’ve reissued 


these incredible catalogs, we’ve sometimes been treated to unlikely 
reunions; first Codeine in 2012, then Duster in 2019, followed by 
Karate and Rex in 2022. As Unwound’s inconceivable 2023 

tour began taking shape, so too did the idea of recreating the 
interconnected underground scene of our ’90s youth. 


Numero Twenty is a reissue of a feeling, of an era. Those 
before-times when we weren’t connected electronically and found 
out about the underground through Letraset flyers and word of 
mouth; of mix tapes, letters, mail order, meet up spots, dialer friendly 
pay phones, and dog-eared atlases crammed into the glove box of 

a Chevy conversion van that only runs with the heat blasting. 


We're trying to be the first label to invent time travel. Welcome to the 
experiment. 


Ken Shipley, February 2023 
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Located inside our 
Chicago office at 2533 S. Troy 


Street, the Factory Outlet is the 
only place in the world that stocks 
the complete in-print Numero 
catalog. Over the course of two 
decades we’ve made hundreds 
of unique LPs, CDs, 45s, tapes, 


t-shirts, posters, books, and 
other miscellaneous debris, and qr 4 E 
we’ve scoured our warehouses 
around the globe to recreate the 
Factory Outlet experience in the 
basement of the Palace Theater. 
We even made a limited edition 
cassette, tote, shirt, and poster 
that you can only buy here. a ee ae a. tates se RS - of Sores 
Our team of Numero specialists _ : oe oe y we ; . Pe SU "4 HUN erh 
are here to help answer all your =" : ; | : « 
questions and help you fill in 
those missing numbers. 


Happy hunting. 
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As we are in Hollywood, the 
Numero Film Archive has dug 


‘through our extensive holdings e: 


and assembled ten 20-minute 
blocks that will run in between 
every act. Our own ADAM 
LUKSETICH has edited 
I together a smorgasbord of 
clips; including music videos, 
_live performances, commercials, 
“car chases, movie trailers, 


cable access magic, stop 
| motion animation, and other 
curios from the wide world of 
Numero. Many of these can be 
found on our YouTube page, 
easily located by scanning 


below. 

Don’t forget 
“% to like and 

™ subscribe. 


PRODUCED BY KEN SHIPLEY & JOHN CHAVEZ 
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Numero Group 


Stephen Arndt Jana Gautschy Holly Mattox 

Ben Beauvallet Reagan Hampsher = — bouglas Mcgowan 
Gordon Bramli Leigh Isaac Jen Newcomer 
Diane Burk Addisen LaCroix Hallie Newnan 
Kathleen Cook Will Lovell Rob Sevier 

Kat Delgadillo Adam Luksetich Chloe van Bergen 
Samantha Falco Riley Manion Tim Zawada 


Ground Control 


Haley Scofield Peter Truby 


Sister Midnight 


Brooke Burt Dave Peterson Chuck Radue 
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Design by D.Norsen. Cover photo by Chris Macaw. Ida and Tsunami photos by 
Pat Graham. The Hated photo by Jason Fisher. Karate photo by Brian Sheffield. 
Codeine photo by Laura Larson. Rex photo by Danielle Soto. 
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